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Thank You Enterprise Bank & Trust

Enterprise Bank & Trust and the Los Alamos Historical Society:

A Legacy of Community and Preservation
Todd Nickols, Executive Director

Enterprise Bank & Trust, originally Los Alamos National Bank, was founded here in
1963 by George Cowan to fund housing for local employees and to serve the
financial needs of a rapidly growing community built around the Los Alamos
Scientific Laboratory. George served as the bank’s chair for 30 years, guiding its
development as a cornerstone of local progress.

| grew up in Los Alamos. George Cowan’s remarkable wife, Satch, taught me how
to swim, and George himself taught me about BMWs and about the value of work
done well.

Just a few years after the bank’s founding, in 1968, another institution dedicated
to community and preservation took shape: the Los Alamos Historical Society.
Local residents came together to ensure that the history of the Los Alamos Ranch
School and the Manhattan Project would not be lost as original buildings and
personal stories faded away. Several years later, the Society began operating the
Los Alamos History Museum, centered around the Homestead-era Romero Cabin
and the historic Guest Cottage, now serving as the museum’s visitor center and
gateway to our campus.

In 2018, LANB officially became Enterprise Bank & Trust. Today, Enterprise
continues to serve Los Alamos and northern New Mexico, carrying forward a proud
tradition of community service and local partnership. Liddie Martinez exemplifies
that tradition — thank you, Liddie!

The Los Alamos Historical Society remains deeply indebted to Enterprise Bank &
Trust for its steadfast support over the years. Today, | am humbled by Enterprise’s
extraordinary generosity and continued commitment to our mission. EB&T is
sponsoring the Society’s monthly lecture series and, if you haven’t heard yet, has
pledged $500,000 in matching funds over the next four years, dedicated to the
renovation and interpretation of the Oppenheimer House.




Jim Lally, President and CEO of Enterprise Financial Services Corporation, along
with national executives from EB&T, graciously traveled from St. Louis, San Diego,
and other locations to celebrate with the Los Alamos Historical Society and
Liddie’s local EB&T team. Associate Director Kristen Hollis, members of our Board
of Directors, and | were honored to host the group at the Oppenheimer House for
an “Oppenheimer martini” before joining long-time Society members, local press, a
County Councilor, and other dignitaries for a reception in the Pajarito Room of
Fuller Lodge. Guests enjoyed hors d'oeuvres, charcuterie, and libations featuring
local flavors while being treated to an exceptional 25-minute performance by three
members of the Santa Fe Opera team; Amy, Paul, and Ryan, whose musical
selections spanned from the 1940s through the 1990s. Thank you for sharing your
talents with us!

The partnership between the Society and EB&T is the longest-running
collaboration in Los Alamos history. Because of the dedication and vision of early
community members and the entrepreneurial spirit of the town’s first businesses,
the board and staff of the Los Alamos Historical Society are proud to continue as
stewards of the stories of the remarkable people who made this community so
special. With EB&T’s continued leadership and financial support, we are able to
share Los Alamos’s history with the world.

| also want to take a moment to honor all of the Society’s donors and members.
Without you, the Los Alamos Historical Society would not exist. Every contribution,
from our youngest donors pledging their weekly allowance to our most dedicated
volunteers, makes a difference. You are a vital part of the ongoing story of Los
Alamos, and we thank you.

Please keep an eye out for activity at the Oppenheimer House. A construction
storage unit will arrive later this week to hold the period furniture donated to the
Society by Christopher Nolan’s team from scenes filmed in New Mexico. Since
2021, the Society has completed extensive preliminary work —geo-surveying,
architectural and electrical drawings, roof repairs, and landscaping plans to ensure
ADA compliance.

We know many in the community have wondered, “What’s taking so long?” or “Why
is it so expensive?” My answer: we have one shot to do this right. We're taking a
home built in 1929 and integrating it into the History Museum campus. Once open
to the public, it will welcome approximately 65,000 visitors annually. It must be
accurately preserved, structurally stabilized, and capable of withstanding decades
of public engagement.

The house is in very poor condition. Cracks line the stone walls, the main joists have
been sitting in the dirt deteriorating from moisture and termites for over 20 years,
and the electrical system is outdated, ungrounded, and covered in cloth insulation.




For transparency, here is an excerpt from my October 2025 Oppenheimer House
Project Report to the Society’s Board of Directors:

After numerous conversations and Zoom meetings with both our historic
architectural firm and our contractors, we finally have a confirmed start date for
the Oppenheimer House renovation: November 3, 2025.

Work will begin with the removal of the oak flooring in the back bedroom, allowing
us to assess the damage to the rear main joist and determine the best approach
for installing the helical piers and new foundation. While no permit is required for
this preliminary work, permits for the major renovations are in process. Los
Alamos County has been an invaluable partner, providing guidance and expertise
—thank you!

The first phase will focus on structural stabilization: installing helical piers,
pouring the concrete foundation, and completing the basic electrical
infrastructure. To safely accommodate 65,000 annual visitors, the house needs a
secure foundation. The helical piers, reinforced concrete braces at each corner,
will prevent movement beyond natural settling. The new foundation will include
added supports beneath visitor pathways through the living room, office, dining
room, and kitchen.

Because of seasonal temperature constraints, concrete work will likely begin in
March 2026, while assessment and excavation continue through winter.

Electrical and Utilities

The electrical assessment began in July 2025. After meetings with contractors,
county officials, and architects, we determined that a single-phase electrical line
will run from the large service boxes near Bathtub Brewery Co-op, under 19th
Street, and onto our property. A switch to a multi-phase line remains possible
before installation.

Because we plan to use robotics, holograms, and other cutting-edge technologies
in exhibits and interpretation, we are planning electrical capacity well beyond
current needs to avoid costly future upgrades. Fiber-optic internet will run from
the junction box across Peach Street, and we now have new water, sewer, and gas
lines with a new gas meter installed.

Recent Progress
e Updated electrical drawings completed by our architectural firm
e The building code designation was revised from IBC Residential to General
Public Assembly classification.




Ventilation assessment completed, necessary due to the home’s stone wall
construction

Next Steps

Once the flooring is removed in the back bedroom, we will:
e Finalize the scope of concrete work required.
e Assess and plan for repairs to the exterior walls of this section, which is the
most structurally vulnerable part of the house.

Additional upcoming tasks include:

e Reviewing options with the mechanical engineer for preserving the original
radiators and evaluating whether boiler enhancements are needed. (With newer
technologies, we may choose to modernize the boiler system while preserving
the original radiators.)

e Determine placement of mini-split units for climate control and server cooling

e Finalize fire alarm and suppression systems

Thanks to the enduring partnership between Enterprise Bank & Trust and the Los
Alamos Historical Society, the Oppenheimer House will soon take its place as a
world-class interpretive site, honoring not only its famous occupants but also the
community that continues to preserve and celebrate Los Alamos’s extraordinary
history.




2025 History Award
Winner, Chris Judson

Chris Judson has been previously described as a “walking dictionary” of Los
Alamos history, and for good reason. Her work in and knowledge of this town spans
almost all eras-from working in Bandelier as an interpretive ranger, to frequenting
the Romero Cabin, to writing captions and researching for the Manhattan Project
National Historic Park. Her time with Bandelier stretches back to the days of
personal interactions with Ms. Frey and Kevin McKibbin, the son of “gatekeeper”
Dorthy McKibbin. There, she learned much about the wide variety of topics at
Bandelier -the Pueblos, the wildlife, the plants-and helped guide visitors through
the park. However, she says it is the Manhattan Project that is her favorite era of
Los Alamos History.

It should not come as a surprise that Chris has proudly watched the Oppenheimer
movie eight times, and can rattle off the differences in cast appearance compared
to the actual scientists, especially with height differences. It is this nuance of
detail that Chris loves about the Manhattan Project, particularly the first-hand
accounts, which are so readily available. Inside Box 1663 is one of her favorite
books, with one extra well-loved copy annotated and adapted for reading, chapter
by chapter, over local radio airwaves. You will often find her in the museum,
dialoguing with visitors about these firsthand accounts and the narrow details of
the project and its people. In many ways, Chris says she feels like she almost
knows them from reading their accounts, studying them, writing about them, and
talking about their role at the Project. She also says it is this sort of discussion that
is her favorite part of volunteering at the museum, in being able to help strengthen
people’s knowledge of Los Alamos and form some personal connections to the
information they are learning here.

Outside of the Los Alamos Historical Society, Chris makes extensive contributions
to local history. She has volunteered at Manhattan National Historical Park and
currently serves as the secretary for the “Friends of MAPR” support wing for the
park. If you have read a social media caption from the Manhattan Project National
Historical Park, it was likely written by Chris. She still consistently volunteers at




Bandelier in their bookstore and serves on the Friends of BAND board as well. She
can also be found in the Los Alamos Friends of the Library bookstore, often reading
about Los Alamos history while there.

As a part of the Historical Society, Chris says she has been involved almost as long
as she has been in town. She is a former board member, and many of our visitors
have also interacted with Chris, as she can frequently be found in the Guest
Cottage, the Bethe House, and the Romero Cabin. Here in Los Alamos, she proudly
lives in a Denver Steel and is quick to point out wildlife to visitors, combining her
Bandelier education with her love of the Manhattan Project.

On a personal note, stepping into the Volunteer Coordinator role here at the
Historical Society this past July, | was anxious about having a strong volunteer team
and getting quickly acquainted with the depths of Los Alamos history. Chris Judson
has single-handedly put both of those fears to rest. She has been an invaluable part
of this museum, usually the first to volunteer for a shift. | quickly learned that she is
known as the “hand stamp lady” to the kids of Los Alamos, who can find her at our
booths coloring in stamps on hundreds of hands at each community event. If there
is a need to be filled, Chris is often the first one to fill it. Every time | have interacted
with her, | walk away learning something new about Los Alamos, its history, and its
people. She has been the first to ensure | have met people like Hedy Dunn (an
impressive feat if you know how quick Todd Nickols is to an introduction).

When asked what this award meant to her, she was quick to tell me that her
contributions here are not for personal acclaim, but because she finds the work so
fun and interesting -something visible in the way she interacts with our visitors.
When given the award this month, Chris asked other volunteers in the audience to
stand, highlighting the strength of this Society as a team rather than from mere
individuals. To me, Chris Judson is the epitome of care for Los Alamos, and we are
grateful for her contributions to preserving this local history and strengthening the
mission of the Los Alamos Historical Society.




Archives On the Move

If you were at the Historical Society of New
Mexico annual conference in Las Cruces on
Friday, September 26th you might have
attended the late afternoon session "Atomic
Women: Los Alamos Historical Society Archival
Stories." The archives in Los Alamos were closed
as our entire archives staff presented at the
conference, highlighting women's experiences in
the Manhattan Project pulled directly from our
collections. Our former director Heather
McClenahan moderated the session, and
cataloger Tina Moore kicked it off with
"Stationed in Shangri-La: WAC Pat Patterson”
which drew on the previously unexplored
Krikorian Collection. She recounted WAC WAC Pat Patterson

member Pat Patterson Krikorian’s service at Los
Alamos during the Manhattan Project and the larger WAC participation in, and

contributions to, the project.

Stephanie Yeamans, our Collections/Museum Specialist presented “Jean Parks:
Promises of Men and Parties” which explored the recruitment and experiences of
young, single schoolteacher Jean “Jeannie” Parks in Los Alamos during Project Y
through the extensive document, photographic, and artifact collections of Jean
(Parks) Nereson.




Archivist Katy Jones-Gulsby introduced Ensign
Louise Newkirk in “High and Dry: Ensign
Louise Newkirk, the Only WAVE in Los Alamos.”
Ensign Newkirk, rarely mentioned in the
historical record, was the only member of the
WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Service) in Los Alamos during the
Manhattan Project. She assisted US Navy
Captain William “Deak” Parsons as he planned
and executed Project Alberta and the first use
of the atomic bomb. LAHS holds her collection
of papers and photographs.

Ensign Louise Newkirk

The audience was engaged and our presenters shared that they had many good
questions and informal discussions after the session. Breaking the mold, as Los
Alamos often does, attendees were privileged to see and touch artifacts from
our Education Collection, take home some Historical Society swag, and
participated in perhaps the only conference trivia giveaway --yes, there was a
quiz at the end!

The archives staff is working toward making more of our collection available to
researchers, and plans to continue to share little-known stories from our
collection. If you missed the conference, please make plans to attend a special
lecture our staff will give in conjunction with our new exhibit, "Secrets of
"Shangri-La": Enlisted Women at Project Y," which will be opening in March
2026.




Our volunteer docents serve weekly shifts in the Guest
Cottage or Bethe House from 9am-Ilpm or iom-5pm

Volunteer Training Training Includes:

Saturday, November 8th « Historic Walking Tour
Tlam-5pm o Lilien

+ Bethe House Tour and Info
Fuller Lodge, 2nd Floor . Guest Cottage Tour and

Nambe Room Info

To register, contact Kendra at volunteer@losalamoshistory.org




Up Next!

LOS ALAMOS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2025-2026 Lecture Series

wEh® e

"he Sound of a Thousand Stars

Featuring: Rachel Robbins

—

November 11, 2025
7:00-9:00 PM

Pajarito Room, Fuller Lodge
Book Signing to Follow

, . 2 ENTERPRISE
2025-2026 Lecture Series Sponsored by Enterprise Bank and Trust -:ff 7 BANK & TRUST"




https://losalamoshistory.org/education/

LOS ALAMOS HlSTORY MUSEUM

&

THE ms OFI0S ALANMOS

JOIN US AND LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORY OF LOS ALAMOS!
STUDENTS WILL TRAVEL THROUGH STATIONS FOR EACH ERA
OF OUR HISTORY. INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES AND CONTENT
SHARED BY MUSEUM DOCENTS.
OPEN TO SCHOOL AGE (K-12) CHILDREN.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 | 1:30-3:00 PM
FULLER LODGE

STATIONS WILL BEGIN AT 1:30 & ROTATE EVERY 15 MINUTES.
PLEASE BE ON SITE & READY TO LEARN AT 1:30

RSVP TO FACEBOOK EVENT OR EMAIL
EDUCATORGLOSALAMOSHISTORY.ORG

e WWW.LOSALAMOSHISTORY.COM e

From the Educator

We are pleased to share that
the Education section of our
website has been updated to
include expanded
information about field trip
opportunities, classroom
visits, and growing online
resources for educators and
students. These updates
reflect our ongoing
commitment to providing
meaningful and accessible
ways to engage with the
history of Los Alamos. We are
also preparing for our
upcoming HomeSchool Day
on November 18th, which will
offer students the
opportunity to explore
different eras of Los Alamos
history through guided
activities and interactive
learning experiences across
the museum campus.



https://losalamoshistory.org/education/
https://losalamoshistory.org/education/

HELPFUL LINKS

Scan QR Code for links

CONTACT INFO FOR STAFF

Executive Director

Todd Nickols
(505) 662-6272
execdirector@losalamoshistory.org

Volunteer Coordinator

Kendra Parker
(505) 709-8630
volunteer@losalamoshistory.org

Archives

Katy Jones Gulsby
(505) 709-7738
archives@losalamoshistory.org

Collections

Stephanie Yeamans
(505) 413-5614
collections@losalamoshistory.org

Associate Director

Kristen Hollis
(505) 695-3524
execasst@losalamoshistory.org

Educator

Rachel Clay
(505) 709-7760
educator@losalamoshistory.org

Cataloger

Tina Moore
505 709-7841
actech@losalamoshistory.org

Museum
(505) 709-7794
info@losalamoshistory.org




CONTACT INFO FOR LAHS BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Board President Mike Holtzclaw

Patrick Sullivan mholtzclaw@unm.edu
pats1i224@gmail.com

Lisa Lloyd Riz Ali
Treasurer rizwan87544@gmail.com

lisalloyd@gmail.com

Christine Hipp Shay Burns Kendricks
christine.hipp70@gmail.com shay@cybermesa.com
Frances Chadwick Craig Washnok

frances.b.chadwick@gmail.com washnokc@gmail.com




