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WHO IS THE LOS ALAMOS HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

     The Los Alamos Historical Society is a 501(C )(3) non-profit, inspired to preserve, promote,
and communicate the remarkable history and inspiring stories of Los Alamos and its people for
our community, for the global audience, and for future generations.

     One of the main responsibilities of the Society is to manage and advance the Los Alamos
History Museum. The museum has consistently remained open 6 days a week; 9am-5pm, M-F
and 10am-4pm Saturdays. The Los Alamos History Museum continues to disseminate
information, maintain displays and engaging exhibits in the Guest Cottage, Fuller Lodge and the
Municipal building, along with providing additional museum exhibits about the Cold War era in
one of the Society’s private residences, the Hans Bethe House. The Society maintains positive
relationships with the Bradbury Science Museum and the Manhattan Project National Historical
Park (MAPR). We collaborated with the Bradbury on a recent exhibit, providing photographs
and expertise. We are in communications with MAPR and may provide the MAPR Visitor Center
with additional exhibits at no cost to them.
  
     Another major responsibility of the Los Alamos Historical Society has been to create and to
functionally manage the Los Alamos Historical Society Archives and Collections. Los Alamos
County graciously allowed the Society to house the Archives and Collections in Suite 180 of the
Municipal building. The A&C has amassed over 40,000 items and is still collecting. We are the
main repository of historic Los Alamos photographs and documents. We are stewards of an
impressive collection of historic artifacts that we care for and use in exhibits in the museum, and
we use our “Educational Collection” for educating community residents and out of town visitors
about Los Alamos History, including K-12 visits, special programs, and tours of the Archives and
Collections. The A&C remains open M-F 8am-4pm and is available to the general public by
appointment for research requests, personal tours, and general questions.
  
     Our Archives and Collections maintains a strict accessioning procedure to always maintain
the highest level of organization and preservation. Our processes and procedures are at a level
above museum best practices. Our Archives and Collections rival other facilities world-wide and
our educated staff is thought of as high functioning professionals in the field of preservation.



     The Society continues hosting brainstorming sessions with the Bradbury Science Museum, The
Manhattan Project National Historical Park, Los Alamos economic groups, Los Alamos Chamber of
Commerce, and Los Alamos Visitor Centers regarding accurate information across all of our
platforms to continue to be to be an inspiring advocate for one another. We have found these
meetings to be a great ingredient in fostering good relations with each entity.

     The Historical Society donates promotional items to County projects, gives tours to the
Economic Development Division, and other economic offices of the State to help increase
tourism in New Mexico. The Society offered our Oppenheimer logo to the County, for
advertising and promotional usage, promotional items for advertising to spur economic growth
in Los Alamos. The Oppenheimer logo is one of the Society’s most visible pieces of advertising
world-wide.

     The Historical Society invites administration, staff, and families of Los Alamos County
employees, MAPR employees and volunteers, Bradbury Science Museum, Los Alamos Visitor
Centers, LANL and DOE to attend our Volunteer training sessions to help foster accurate
knowledge throughout our community and tourist professionals. We consistently receive
exceptional feedback for this no cost program! Our goal is to provide this training three times a
year broken down into 1 ½ hour sessions over 5 weeks.

     The Historical Society collaborates with an array of local non-profits to enhance
relationships, provide venues, provide educational artifacts and activities, along with general
good will. The Society works closely with the J. Robert Oppenheimer Memorial Committee
(JROMC). We are proud to work with Los Alamos First Born including young families with
newborns through age 5. Our Educator and other staff provide a safe environment for these
families to play, share stories, ask one another questions, and build community interaction and
support. We participate with SALA promoting Los Alamos whenever possible. We loaned SALA
furniture from the Oppenheimer house to be used in their captivating interactive displays,
including the General’s car in SALA’s parking lot as an attraction. The Society performed panel
discussions, lectures, and provided various educational experiences, at no cost to patrons,
through-out the months of the festivals of Oppenheimer.
During FY 25 we are partnering with PEEC, MAPR, Valles Caldera, and other organizations in
creating what we hope will be our highest attended lecture series to date.

     Our 1947 Plymouth, affectionally known as the General’s car, is a constant source of interest
at County events, Sciencefest, Halloween on Main Street, private events in Fuller Lodge, and for
museum visitors of all ages. We are pleased to support Immaculate Auto Care, a Los Alamos
small business, in the renovation of this classic car gifted to the Society by the Joni Sellars, a
long-time generous donor. The car was used in the television production Manhattan.

     We lead many, no cost tours, to Leadership New Mexico, the Economic Development
Department, Public affairs offices of New Mexico, legislatures and officials, Public Relations
Society of New Mexico to promote visitation to Los Alamos. LANL and the Los Alamos Historical
Society have partnered on successful events broadening our scope of access to visitors.

     



A MESSAGE FROM THE VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

The Los Alamos Historical Society relies on volunteers to keep buildings open and the
organization operating smoothly. Our volunteer program also allows individuals to apply
their talents and skills and to learn new ones in a way that is both beneficial to the volunteer
and the organization. It is our top priority to make sure our volunteers feel respected,
needed, and appreciated at all times. 

The Los Alamos Historical Society continues to provide accurate, documented historical facts
to worldwide researchers, educational institutions, government agencies, interested visitors
and our community citizens, including film makers, play writes, poets, and dignitaries visiting
Los Alamos from all over the world. A few tours and interviews we have given this quarter were
to Los Alamos County, the BBC, Women in Engineering, LANL, DOE, DOD, Daughters of the
American Revolution, the New York Times, influencers of history on many YouTube channels
and social media history buffs. “Hollywood” has become a regular requester of historic accuracy
and information; the Los Alamos Historical Society is pleased to supply the requested
information influencing the accuracy of information being spread around the world about the
remarkable history and inspiring stories of Los Alamos and its people for our community, for
the global audience, and for future generations.



EVENTS

November 12-Lecture Series Talk

7-9 pm Pajarito Room, Fuller Lodge

The Los Alamos Historical Society and PEEC
hosted a free lecture titled "Wolves in New
Mexico: Past, Present, and Future" on Tuesday,
November 12, from 7-9 p.m. at Fuller Lodge.
Park Ranger Adam Dean and Lead Wildlife
Technician Tyler Obermeit discussed the
history of wolves in New Mexico, the effects of
human intervention, and modern conservation
efforts.

Special thanks to TechSource for sponsoring
this series. Can’t attend in person? Watch
online at the Los Alamos Historical Society
YouTube channel:
youtube.com/@LosAlamosHistoricalSociety.

ANNOUNCMENTS

The 2024 Fall Volunteer Appreciation event
was a success. We would like to thank all of
our volunteers for their time and service. We
couldn’t do it without you. We would also like
to say a big thank you the Lasses and Lads of
Enchantment and the Santa Fe Harmonizers
for our entertainment.

Spooktacular Party



A big thank you to Mike Katko for his  
patriotic poetry reading at the Hans Bethe
House on Veterans Day. Your words paid a
beautiful tribute to our veterans, making
the day truly memorable. We were thrilled
to see such a great turnout!

Poetry of War with Mike Katko

Winter Delays and Closures

We will keep you updated and communicate 
any delays and closures as quickly as
possible typically by 7:00 in the morning.
Announcements will be sent by email and
text.

NEW Groves Exhibit
We’re excited to announce the opening
of our new Groves Exhibit at the museum!
Come by and check it out!

Parking Lot Re-Opened
We’re happy to announce that the parking lot
at Fuller Lodge is now open!  Thank you for
your patience during the closure. 

Winter Tour Hours
Monday-Saturday  at 11 am



HELPFUL LINKS

Virtual Tour of Oppenheimer House

Our Website DonateVolunteer Youtube Facebook Instagram

CONTACT INFO FOR STAFF

Executive Director-
Todd Nickols
(505) 662-6272

execdirector@losalamoshistory.org

Executive Assistant-
Kristen Hollis
(505) 695-3524

execasst@losalamoshistory.org

Archives and Collections-
Katy Jones Gulsby

(505) 709-7738
archives@losalamoshistory.org

Educator-
McKenzie Vaupel

(505) 709-7760
educator@losalamoshistory.org

Volunteer Coordinator-
Mary Plants
(505) 709-8630

volunteer@losalamoshistory.org

Museum/Shop
(505) 709-7794

info@losalamoshistory.org

https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=Zx8eXqgk2Sy
https://losalamoshistory.org/
https://losalamoshistory.networkforgood.com/projects/22122-everyday-giving
https://losalamoshistory.org/activities-and-programs/
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=channel_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbG9tYVBTU2RsT3BkY0h2RW80OU45OE5QUmQxUXxBQ3Jtc0tsNUlOR1FBZG9wZDEyakc4Mk9Jdk1VNVdQX0Z2QjNJY0NjLUVQVDNpcEpVY2s3ZmJyOVN5eVVjVVVvclB0VjN1S2I0RVBhNnJfaG9HX3BKT1Z2WU0tNm1uYU9jaUVBMkNFTWxjZG1vNDR6Z1lzbnVMMA&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FLosAlamosHistory%2F
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=channel_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbkRIVzY3dndWWnJwU2hYWVhkVndRZ0lhbVFGUXxBQ3Jtc0ttOEFYOTRQODJ5RXhqRkZjemVCb253OW0wdzNuclBFZllpX3J0ODZyZW9pVG1YUDZBM3p4TE9RMXB0LTFqeTVWQ1U5bjIxbG4tbTlOMVBuTVlvNlpmZWJHaUZSenpEWEJrS1JKRi1lb3dLc3BEQW8zVQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Flosalamoshistory%2F

